
Paul Redmore, one of our 
smaXtec users, was a fi nalist for 
British Farming Awards, Dairy 
Innovator of the year 2017 and 
also Farmers Weekly 2017 Farm 
Manager of the Year.

Paul has gone from supplying 
one local processor, to increasing 
cow numbers and tripling his 
processing milk in three years. 
His dairy herd increased from 

140-320 cows in two years, after he built additional straw-bedded 
yards and a parlour in 2015. Innovations include a new parlour with 
herd management software, providing comprehensive data on milk 
production. Paul uses this to inform decision making, offering traceable 
audits and reducing time spent collecting and analysing data. Average 
yields per cow currently are 4,872 litres, 5.2% butterfat and 3.83% protein.

The business is the sole, external supplier of organic Jersey milk to 
Ivyhouse Farm Dairy, whose customers include Harrods, Fortnum & 
Mason and Selfridges. Paul also supplies The Old Cheese Room and 
Luscious Ice Cream, both of which are based on his farm. 

Using smaXtec intra-reticulum bolus in all his cows means 
temperature and activity are continuously monitored, resulting in 
increased conception rates. The bolus also provides data alerts, 
supporting proactive health care and calving. Paul has also installed 
LED lighting in cow housing, providing 180 lux for 16 hours each day, 
reducing costs by 50% while improving milk yields by 2%. Cows are 
paddock grazed for six months of the year on PRG/clover leys and 
plate metering during the grazing season optimises grass utilisation. 
Selective dry cow therapy has cut back on antibiotic use, saving 
£1,000 each month and reducing antibiotic resistance. 

Looking forward, Paul is keen to promote the niche status of organic 
and Jersey milk, by increasing the range of end products and farm 
enterprises. Genetic improvements in production and health traits of 
cows will be fast paced through the availability and reducing costs of 
genomics, which he believes will lead to greater feed utilisation and 
healthier cows.
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Three years into the joint venture between St David’s 
Farm Practice and Mole Valley Farmers, we are 
continuing to learn, adapt and fl ourish. 
Our South Devon client base has grown and the network of 
dispensaries situated at Mole Valley Farmers’ Newton Abbot and 
Cullompton stores, as well as our Exeter head offi ce, have proved 
popular. We are now pleased to announce the development 
of a North Devon area, serviced by its own team of vets, with 
dispensaries at the South Molton and Holsworthy Mole Valley 
Farmers' stores.

Taking the lead with our North Devon team, we welcome Alasdair 
Marshall. Alasdair qualifi ed from Bristol in 2012 and spent four years 
developing and managing a busy farm practice in North Lancashire 
and Yorkshire.

His skill set is varied, with interests across all farm animals, but his passion 
lies with dairy work and the challenges of maintaining healthy, effi cient 
production in these challenging agricultural times. Alasdair has worked 
with dairies of varying sizes and systems, even gaining valuable 
experience on European and Middle-Eastern super dairies. 

We welcomed another new face, Lorna Pillar in November, when 
she returned from New Zealand where she was herd vet for a 2000 
cow dairy farm. She joins Alasdair Marshall and myself in the North 
Devon region.

St David’s Farm Practice
in partnership with 
Mole Valley Farmers 

Molecare Farm Vets 
now in Holsworthy

Enquire today in store or phone: 
01392 872934

Our dedicated farm vets are now operating in the 
Holsworthy area. Providing a quality, personal farm 

veterinary service at competitive rates. 24 hour contact.

Vets expand into 
North Devon
Nick Barradale BVSc MRCVS

Congratulations Paul Redmore

Farm Vet Events
Look out for a number of Molecare Farm Vet evenings 
coming shortly, introducing the teams and covering various 
stock health concerns. 

Please let your vet know of any pressing matters you would 
like included and watch out for the dates - coming soon!



Disease: Clinical signs: Surveillance testing:

BVD

• BVD virus infection may lower immunity to other infectious 
diseases, particularly in young calves

• Infection during early pregnancy causes reproductive 
problems, weak/premature calves and live persistently 
infected (PI) calves that shed the BVD virus

• Youngstock screening: Check exposure to BVD in 5 
unvaccinated calves from each management group 

 (9-18 months)
• Tag and test all calves born on farm

Johnes
• Diarrhoea, poor milk yield and weight loss in cattle three to 

fi ve years old
• May continue for several months with the animal becoming 

emaciated and then culled for economic/welfare reasons

• 30 cow screen as a start point to assess status
• Test all individual animals over two years of age through 

blood or milk testing

IBR
• Dramatic drops in milk yield may be fi rst sign
• Diffi culty breathing, coughing, red eyes and deaths
• Abortions

• Youngstock screening
• Bulk milk tank monitoring

Neospora
• Abortion, between 3 and 9 months of pregnancy (particularly 

5 to 7 months)
• Stillbirth or premature calves (occasionally with brain disease 

at birth)

• Blood test aborted animals
• Submit aborted foetuses for testing
• Routinely test the whole herd

Leptospirosis

• Drop in milk yield
• Colostrum like secretions or blood-tinged milk in all quarters
• Lethargic and stiff cows with a fever and reduced appetite
• Abortions
• Weak calves

• Youngstock screening
• Bulk milk tanks monitoring
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Bovine infectious diseases cause 
signifi cant production losses in UK 
beef and dairy systems. Depending 
on the disease, your herd’s prior 
immunity and your system, losses 
can range from reduced growth 
and milk yield to severe outbreaks 
involving multiple animals, 
abortions and even deaths.
How can I find out my herd 
health status?
The main infectious diseases we deal with 
are BVD, Johnes, IBR, leptospirosis and 
neospora. Testing involves taking samples 
from some or all of your cattle (depending 
on the disease you are looking for) and 
working with your vet to interpret the 
results. The table summarises some of the 
main infectious diseases on farm, their 
clinical signs and the tests we routinely 
carry out to identify them. 

Monitoring means you can work with your 
vet to establish a plan to limit the impact 
(through vaccination or target culling) 
and in some cases eradicate the diseases. 
Monitoring still needs to be done in 
vaccinated herds, to ensure vaccination is 
effective and necessary. Relying on results 
that are several years old is a sure way to 
expose your herd to future losses!

Thinking about buying in?
As you will be well aware, new animals 
bring new diseases with them. Animals that 
have tested negative to Johnes may still 
be harbouring the disease, even if they 
come from a regularly tested and low level 
accredited herd. One South Devon farm 
inadvertently introduced BVD by purchasing 
in-calf heifers from a herd with an unknown 
BVD status. The heifers had tested negative 
to the eartag test and were vaccinated, but 
had been exposed to a persistently infected 
(PI) animal at breeding before vaccination. 
Several of the heifers subsequently produced 
PI calves that went on to infect other 
animals. Working with your vet to evaluate 
the disease status of the animals you are 
buying in helps guard against this.

Is disease accreditation a 
good idea?
Disease accreditation provides proof to 
buyers that your herd is either free of/or 
working to control certain infectious diseases, 
by verifying that your herd has been through 
a specifi c testing regime and meets specifi c 
biosecurity criteria. It can boost the value of 
your stock and provides a structure for regular 
testing, as well as discounts for certain tests. 
Depending on your needs, you can accredit 
for one, two or all of the main diseases. 

Costs vary depending on the number of 
diseases and animals you wish to accredit.

Why do I need to know my herd health status?
Charlie Carslake BVSc MRCVS

Please feel free to 
contact us at Molecare 
Vets to discuss disease 
accreditation and all 
your disease testing 

requirements.

Animals that have tested negatively for 
Johnes, may still harbour the disease 
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We all know that cows kept in 
comfortable environments are 
more productive, live longer 
and have less disease. The ever 
increasing level of research into 
cow behaviour can help identify 
and measure the action on farm, 
to ensure we keep the cows' 
environment as comfy as possible. 
Much of this we do on various levels every 
day. However, allocating time to make 
an honest review of your cows’ comfort 
can help identify key target areas. Small 
and inexpensive changes can make big 
differences!

The dairy cow’s ideal day should be:
• 12-14 hours lying down
• 4-6 hours eating (9-14 meals/day)
• 30 minutes drinking
• 2-3 hours socialising
Total = 21 hours
This leaves three to four hours per day for 
moving, milking and all management tasks 
(foot trimming, vet visits, vaccination, AI etc). 
If these tasks are taking more than three to 
four hours a day, reduced production and/or 
increased disease can result. 

Lying time
Lying time is usually the fi rst thing to be 
reduced. Look at your cows and the free 

information they give you, to gauge how 
comfortable they are. A good place to 
start is the cubicle shed.

On average it should take a cow eight 
seconds to lie down and 10 seconds to rise. 
Any longer indicates they are not happy with 
their beds. Cubicle design, bedding material, 
space, cow fl ow and stocking density can 
all limit lying times. Other indicators might 
include hock lesions, neck rubs and dirty 
cows, along with shiny, well-worn areas 
on cubicles and metal work. Regular 
locomotion scores will also help identify 
lame cows early, allowing trimming to occur 
before problems develop further, giving 
the opportunity to implement and monitor 
management changes. Spending time 
watching, planning and acting appropriately 
will help maximise lying times. Low lying times 
can also negatively affect fertility. 

Nutrition
Nutrition is another vital area to target 
for cow comfort. Cows give us plenty of 
information about their diet. Their body 
condition score is a good indicator of 
historic feeding and is useful to monitor 
loss and gain. This is especially important 
throughout the dry period, to minimise 
transition problems. Cows should chew 
each new cud for an average of 60 times; 
less indicates possible issues with the diet. 

Muck should be well digested and 
consistent across the group. Differences in 

consistency often indicates ration sorting or 
disease. Inconsistent dry matter intakes can 
also indicate problems. 

Smooth, clean, raised surfaces with angled 
feed barriers and neck rails will help 
maximise intakes. 

Narrow feed walls with regular pushing up, 
ensure cows have consistent access to fresh 
feed along the whole feed passage. An 
easy way to increase milk yield is to feed 
more of the same feed. Feed and water 
space are crucial to maximise intakes; 
target 70cm/cow, 90cm/heifer alongside 
10cm/animal water space.

Other areas to look at include water 
provision, fresh air and light availability, 
space and disease levels. There are also 
other useful scoring systems to help identify 
key areas for intervention. 

• Of cows not eating or   
drinking: 85%+ should

 be lying.

• Of cows touching/
interacting in cubicles: 
85%+ should be lying 
correctly.

• When a cow is lying down 
blood fl ow to the udder 
increases by 30%.

• Yields can potentially 
increase by 1L for every 
extra hour spent lying, for 
up to 12-14 hours a day

  

Summary

Boost milk yield through 'Cow Comfort'
Alasdair Marshall BVSc MRCVS

Cows should be active for 21 hours a day

Ensuring adequate cow comfort 
is one of the fi ve freedoms we all 
have a duty to provide to animals 
under our care. 
Cows not at ease in their 
environment will frequently have 
higher stress levels. Stress hormones 
impact the immune system and 
therefore can open the gate to 
many other diseases.

Targets
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Cow monitoring systems are becoming 
increasingly hi-tech – so how do you 
choose between the different options 
available and what are the real benefits? 

Neck collars, pedometers, tail sensors, 
boluses - it used to be that each technology 
had a slightly different use. But no-one is 
going to burden their cow or their wallet, 
with every piece of kit and now they do not 
have to, with heat and health management 
all wrapped up in neat solutions. 

SmaXtec HerdInsights

Heat detection Activity based Activity based 

Health management Use of core body temperature Activity based

Feeding management Measures rumen pH Rumination 

Calving alerts Yes No

pH monitoring Yes No 

Mobile App Yes Yes

Computer access Yes Yes

Cloud based Yes Yes

Battery life 4 years 5 years

Range of device 30m 100m

Third party integration Yes Yes

Battery operated 
monitoring device 

In development Yes 

Moletech, the technical arm of Molecare 
Veterinary Services, offers herd health 
monitoring solutions in the form of 
the smaXtec rumen boluses and the 
HerdInsights smart collar. 

“The latest heat and health sensing 
technology does everything, from heat 
and calving alerts to sickness detection,” 
explains Nick Barradale, Veterinary Surgeon 
at Molecare. For example, smaXtec boluses 
can monitor internal body temperature, 
rumen pH and cow movement; providing 
farmers with alerts directly to their phone 
or computer when events and potential 
problems arise. 

For those who prefer an external device, the 
HerdInsights smart collar analyses time spent 
feeding, standing and lying down, offering 
a useful insight into cow activity – and 
thereby health – as well as heat detection 
and embryo losses. “A bolus has the 
advantage of internal sensitivity,” explains 
Mr Barradale. 

Hi-tech herd monitoring

£5,500 
•50 herd collars

•Gateway base station
•Installation and support

Contact Moletech today 
on 01392 873265

£5,500
•44 Basic bolus •6 pH Bolus 

•base station •repeater 
•installation and support

*Offers end 31/01/18

GREAT OFFERS
END JANUARY 2018*

�Every farm is different and 
we provide a competitive 

solution to meet individual 
preferences.�

Both solutions enable the farmer to 
improve reproduction and health 
management of their herd, while the 
smaXtec pH bolus aids feed efficiency 
and rumen health management.
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Metabolic

Milk fever (Hypocalcaemia)

Staggers (Hypomagnesaemia) 

Hypophosphataemia

Ketosis

Fatty liver

Ruminal acidosis

Many farmers will agree that a 
down cow takes an immense toll 
on their daily working life. Not only 
is there treatment costs, but also 
the loss of production and labour 
whilst nursing her.
One thing we stress when dealing or advising 
on down cows, however harsh it may seem, 
is that if you don’t have the time to properly 
attend to them, you are probably wasting 
your time keeping them. On a positive 
note though, the amount of TLC a down 
cow receives positively correlates with the 
outcome of her case!

What causes a cow to go down?
When called out to a down cow, before 
we even look at her, we will ask you about 
her history, so please be prepared to share 
as much information as possible, whether 
or not it feels relevant! It is also important 
that you are attentive to anything different 
that might have happened in the events 
leading up to her going down. For example, 
you might not have seen a cow break into 
a lush field of grass, but she is now back in 
her original field and recumbent. Attention 
to detail would reveal a broken hinge on the 
gate, indicating that the cow is in fact down 
because of acidosis.

When trying to differentiate between 
down cow diagnoses, we use the following 
categories; metabolic, traumatic and toxic, 
with examples given in the table below.

Down cows:
are you prepared to give them the time they need?
Sylvaine Lacrosse BVetMed MRCVS

Down cow management
The initial treatment for the below conditions 
are obviously variable and need to be 
discussed with your vet. However, what 
does not differ is that all of the above 
conditions need substantial nursing.

To ensure the best prognosis for your down 
cow, ensure she: 

• has access to food and water
• has clean, comfortable bedding
• has enough lunge space and grip to 

attempt getting up
• is able to be lifted at least twice a day
• shifts the side she is leaning on every 

three hours
• is milked (if producing milk) daily, if not 

twice a day
• is given adequate pain relief.

Traumatic

Dislocated hip

Fractured pelvis/femur

Haemorrhage

Nerve damage

Tendon rupture 

This will help prevent the cow becoming a 
permanent downer.

Due to her sheer weight, significant nerve, 
muscle and blood vessel damage can 
occur whilst down, which is why we insist 
that cows should either be encouraged 
to get up or lifted at least twice a day. If 
you are unsure how to do this, please ask 
your vet to demonstrate. There are many 
techniques, but a bad one could seriously 
compromise the cow’s welfare.

What is the prognosis?
Your vet will be able to give you a 
prognosis, however the biggest factor 
regarding her recovery will be the time 
and effort you are willing to invest. Assess 
your cow daily and see if she is improving. 
Signs such as loss of appetite, unwillingness to 
get up or losing sensation in her legs are all 
negative prognostic indicators, suggesting 
she might not be worth keeping.

Toxic

Toxic mastitis 

Septicaemia

Peritonitis 

Septic metritis

Toxin ingestion (yew poisoning) 
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How much do you know about sheep diseases?
This article aims to answer those questions and provide some 
practical solutions to help you and your vet minimise the risks to 
your stock.
There are several infectious diseases affecting sheep which could be 
described as ‘hidden’. An infected animal may appear normal for 
a long period (sometimes years) before showing symptoms, possibly 
becoming permanent ‘carriers’ of disease. Both conditions pose a 
problem, as there may be no symptoms, or only vague indicators 
such as weight loss or chronic mastitis, which can easily be put down 
to other causes.

Investigation and control
1. Know your status – annual or biannual cull ewe blood testing 
can be an excellent marker of the range of infectious diseases 
circulating in your flock. 

Disease: 
Symptoms in 
individuals

Symptoms in 
fl ock

Cost to the farm National prevalence Control options

Enzootic 
abortion/ 
chlamydia

• Abortion in fi rst year 
of infection

• Subsequent carrier 
status

• Flurry of abortions 
following entry, 
abortion storm 
following year

• Around £85 per 
abortion

• Common - top three 
causes of abortion

• Vaccination
• Biosecurity
• Accreditation

Toxoplasmosis
• Abortion in fi rst year 

of infection
• Subsequent immunity

• Abortions reduced 
scanning %

• Weak lambs

• Around £85 per 
abortion

• High barren %

• Common - top three 
causes of abortion

• Vaccination
• Biosecurity
• Cat control

Contagious 
Ovine Digital 
Dermatitis 

• Severe foot infections, 
beginning at the 
coronary band

• High numbers 
affected

• Poor recovery

• Production losses
• Treatment
• Replacement

• Present in 35-50% of 
fl ocks

• Affects up to 50% of 
sheep in an outbreak

• Biosecurity and 
quarantine 

• Strict culling policy

Maedi visna 

• Long incubation
• Wasting • Pneumonia
• Mastitis • Arthritis
• Permanent infection

• High, early culling 
rate

• Poor fl ock fertility
• Poor overall health

• Production losses
• Cull/replacement 

rates

• Present in 3% of UK fl ocks
• 25% infected in positive 

fl ocks

• Accreditation
• Test and cull eradication 

policy

Caseous 
Lymphadenitis

• Long incubation
• Firm cutaneous 

abscess 
• Wasting
• Internal abscess
• Unlikely to cure

• High culling rate
• High mastitis rates
• Reduced longevity

• Production losses
• Cull/replacement 

rates

• Approximately 18% of 
fl ocks affected – possibly 
more

• Biosecurity (especially 
at shearing)

• Quarantine
• Test rams prepurchase
• Test and cull

Border Disease 
Virus

• Ewes unaffected
• Lambs stillborn or 

abnormal at birth
• Surviving lambs 

persistently infected

• Ewes unaffected
• Lambs stillborn or 

abnormal at birth
• Surviving lambs 

persistently infected

• Production losses
• Cull/replacement 

costs

• Likely under-estimated
• Top ten causes of abortion

• Test and cull 
persistently infected 
animals

• Test incoming stock

Resistant 
parasites

• Unmanageable worm 
(and fl uke) burdens, 
weight loss, scour, 
death

• Persistent parasitic 
gastroenteritis 
despite treatment

• Increased frequency 
of treatment

• High production 
losses

• Treatment costs

• 1 BZ, 2 LV, 3 ML – 
resistance common and 
widespread

• TBZ (fl uke) – resistance 
increasing

• Drench testing
• ‘Clear-out’ treatments
• Pasture management
• Quarantine and Group 

4 treat new stock

Infectious diseases in sheep
Rose Young BVM BVS MRCVS

Be sure to test abortions and seek advice from your vet if you suffer 

unusual production losses or health issues. MV and EAE accreditation 

are also available. 

2. Purchase policy – unless you have a completely closed 

fl ock, you risk buying in disease with every purchase. Either buy from 

farms known as free of disease, or arrange for a sample of animals 

to be tested at the source farm before purchase, rams especially. 

Quarantine and testing after arrival is also an option if necessary.

3. Quarantine/biosecurity protocol – some (not all) of the 

diseases discussed can be limited by using a sound quarantine and 

strategic treatment protocol. Discuss this with your vet to see what’s 

needed on your farm. Robust biosecurity prevents access between 

your stock and neighbouring farms and should be a priority.



Molecare News - Winter 2017/18

Farmers in the Netherlands have 
slashed their antibiotic usage by 
more than 60% since 2007 and 
Molecare is learning from their 
experiences to help UK farmers 
meet their own reduction targets. I 
recently joined a study tour to fi nd 
out just how they have achieved 
this impressive milestone.
In the UK, antibiotic use in farming has 
reached a record low, following a 27% 
reduction in the past two years. But there are 
further targets to meet and it’s important to 
share best practice, so farmers and vets can 
learn from their successful peers elsewhere.

Applied Bacterial Control (ABC) recently 
organised a tour of British and Dutch farms, 
to demonstrate the importance of adopting 
a holistic approach to support animal 
health, while reducing medicine usage. 

We started by visiting three poultry farms 
in the UK, which are using probiotics and 
natural acids to promote gut health. While 
it may sound strange to link poultry health 
with that of other species, the theory 
behind a strong immune system is very 
much the same whether you’re looking at 
poultry, pigs or ruminants. 

Faccenda, which owns the farms, starts by 
treating the chicks in the hatchery with a 
Biacton and Zoolac probiotic gel. It then 
treats the water on the farms with short 
chain fatty acids, both to sanitise the water 
and to create a gut environment that 
favours beneficial bacteria while inhibiting 
damaging bacteria. Finally, it uses a yeast 
extract to prevent pathogens from attaching 
to the intestinal wall, with essential oils to 
support the immune system at times of stress. 

Over the past 18 months the firm has 
reduced its antibiotic use by 70%, while 
also lowering mortality rates and improving 
performance – finishing the birds 100g 
heavier and half a day earlier. 

In the UK, poultry producers are leading 
the way, having slashed antibiotic usage 
by 71% between 2012 and 2016. However, 
other sectors are now following, and could 
learn a lot both from the British poultry 
sector and livestock producers further 
afield. It’s all about better biosecurity, 
identifying and treating sickness earlier 
and using everything in the toolkit to 

support animal health and prevent 
diseases taking hold.

In 2008 the Netherlands had 
the highest use of antibiotics in 
livestock in the EU. But since 2007 
it has slashed its antibiotic use 
from 565t a year to 176t in 2016. 
We visited two pig farms; a calf rearing 
unit; a feed mill and two natural product 
manufacturers, to find out how the 
industry has achieved such cuts, without 
compromising animal welfare.

To meet government targets, stakeholders 
designed a protocol which is now in place 
across the country. Dutch farms have 
to have a dedicated vet, who must visit 
every four weeks and draw up an annual 
farm health plan. In-feed antibiotics and 
preventative antibiotics are banned, as are 
certain antibiotics which are critical to human 
health, such as third and fourth generation 
cephalosporins. Group medication can 
only be prescribed by the vet and broad 
spectrum antibiotics can only be used after 
laboratory tests, with stringent recording and 
benchmarking of all medicine use. 

To reduce the risk of compromising animal 
welfare, many farmers and vets have at the 
same time adopted holistic approaches to 
boost natural health and immunity. 

It’s been a mindset switch for vets and 
farmers, focussing on improving the 
environment, water and feed and looking 

Dutch vet tour helps British farmers cut antibiotic use
Charlie Carslake BVSc MRCVS

at other products to prevent sickness 
rather than cure it. The use of garlic and 
other natural extracts have increased 
significantly to improve the animals’ 
immunity and helps’ them to keep 
eating when they are ill, so that they can 
eliminate the infection more easily.

In the UK, 15% of calves die from pneumonia 
and scours – they are significant causes 
of antibiotic use in the sector and should 
therefore be the focus of anyone seeking to 
reduce medicine usage. Alongside ABC, we 
have seen the benefits of holistic solutions first 
hand and are rolling out the use of probiotics 
and other products on farms, with great results. 

We recently completed a trial at Bicton 
College’s farm using  a drench containing 
essential oils and fatty acids - in five week 
old calves to assess the improvement of 
gut health. Treated calves enjoyed a 10% 
increase in growth rates over the eight-
week study – more on that in my next 
article. Subsequent articles will look at 
individual solutions and how they fit into 
your farm. 

With scientific understanding of the 
microbiome improving all the time, it’s 
exciting to see the benefits of working 
with good bacteria to combat disease 
more naturally. There is no silver bullet 
to replace antibiotics, but with better 
farm management and immune support, 
maybe we don’t need one. Improved 
animal health and reduced medicine use 
is a win-win all round.

For more information on Applied Bacterial 
Control, visit www.appliedbacterialcontrol.com 



Vaccination 
Vaccinations (which can start from eight weeks of age) are a vital 
way of preventing some life-threatening diseases. Leptospirosis from 
rodent infested waters and kennel cough are two examples. 

The new leptospirosis vaccine consists either of two injections four 
weeks apart; or three at two week intervals. Without annual vaccines to 
protect against leptospirosis, the risk of disease increase dramatically.

Parasite control 
A thorough, annual parasite control plan should be agreed with your 
vet. These include: fl eas, ticks, mites, roundworms, tapeworms and 
lungworm. As most of the fl ea life cycle occurs in the environment, 
just using a product on your dog will not prevent infestation, so also 
spray the dog’s bedding, carpets, kennel etc. 

Tick cover is vital, as they can cause irritation and carry serious 
diseases such as Babesia and Lyme disease. There are products 
available to tackle or prevent them, including collars, tablets and 
spot-on treatments. Mites are less common, but must be considered 
in any prevention programme. Luckily, many of the fl ea and tick 
products also cover for mites. 

Finally, there are roundworms, tapeworms and lungworm. 
Any dogs around livestock requires regular worming, as some 
roundworms and tapeworms can also infect humans. A three 
monthly worming programme is advised as a minimum, although 
a monthly approach is safer. 

Lungworm affects the lung and heart and can be fatal. Symptoms 
often do not appear until the disease is advanced and so it is called 
a ‘silent killer.’ The risk can be reduced by using an appropriate 
monthly spot-on product or tablet, as recommended by your vet.

Royal Canin can be purchased from 
Molecare Pet Vets. Join the loyalty 

scheme and receive one free bag of 
food for every eight you purchase!

Exmouth - Molecare Vets Head Office and Farm Vet Dispensary
Nutwell Rd, Lympstone, Exmouth, Devon, EX8 5AN

South Molton - Farm Vet Dispensary
Pathfields Business Park, South Molton, Devon, EX36 3LH

Cullompton - Farm Vet Dispensary 
Honiton Road, Stoneyford, Cullompton, Devon, EX15 1NU

Holsworthy- Farm Vet Dispensary
Underlane, Holsworthy, Devon, EX22 6EE

Newton Abbot - Farm Vet Dispensary
22 Battle Road, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ12 6RY

Newton Abbot - Molecare Pet Vets
Tel: 01626 835002

Contact Molecare Vets Head Offi ce on 01392 872934

Follow us and fi nd more info on:
molecarevetservices.com

Working dogs need a good quality, complete diet containing a 
balance of carbohydrates (‘quick’ energy) and fatty acids (steady 
energy to maximize performance during long periods of sustained 
activity), with nutrients to maintain joints and support healthy 
digestive systems. High levels of protein support muscle mass 
maintenance. The Royal Canin range is great for working dogs. 

Working dogs - the 
secrets of success

Joint care
Do not over work your young dog - gradually introduce the exercise 
expected. This allows bones and soft tissue to adapt as the dog’s 
fi tness improves. Consider feeding supplements to encourage good 
joint health, supporting your dog for life.

To discuss anything 
in more detail, please 
feel free to book an 

appointment with one of 
our vets.

Farm Vet Dispensary
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Call Molecare 
Pet Vets today:
01626 835002
www.molecarepetvets.com
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